Ultimate Monthly Home Maintenance Checklist

A quick, 30-minute property walkthrough blueprint designed to protect your wallet and asset value.

"Problems almost never show up loud and sudden. They start small and quiet. Small checks, done consistently, ensure
nothing sneaks up on you, transforming costly structural hazards into quick, painless fixes."

1. THE 5-MINUTE SAFETY CHECK

**Test every smoke alarm:** Press the physical test button on each unit across the home to ensure it functions.
**Test carbon monoxide detectors:** Trigger the built-in alert system to verify sound levels and battery status.
**Verify fire extinguishers:** Confirm the pressure gauge needle is resting solidly within the functional green zone.

**Clear clear-zone corridors:** Audit all exit doors, stairs, and main hallways to make sure no obstacles block
escape routes.

CRITICAL SAFETY RULE: If any alarm fails to beep when tested, replace the batteries that very same day. Do not push
this task off until tomorrow; consistency here protects your family's lives.

2. WATER & PLUMBING AUDIT

**Scan under the kitchen sink:** Open the baseline cabinets and feel systematically for any moisture, damp wood,
or leaks.

**Scan all bathroom cabinets:** Examine vanity bases beneath plumbing configurations to arrest silent, slow-
dripping joints.

**Inspect toilet perimeters:** Check the flooring tightly surrounding each toilet base for soft spots, dynamic giving,
or stains.

**Check laundry appliance lines:** Examine the high-pressure water intake and drainage hose configurations
behind the washing machine.

Pro-Tip:** Stash a small dedicated flashlight right inside your cabinet bases. Shadows mask tiny micro-leaks easily;
tracking lines with focused illumination helps catch failures before mold sets in.

3. AIR FILTRATION & COMFORT PERFORMANCE

**Audit your HVAC filter:** Pull the central filtering system out and hold it up directly against a strong
light source.

**Replace restricted filters:** Swap in a fresh HVAC unit instantly if light cannot pass easily through the
pleats.

**Clean the kitchen range hood:** Soak or wash the heavy grease traps to optimize extraction airflow.

**Clear air register vent covers:** Wipe down accumulated dust and particulate blockages from surface
vent grilles.

4. PERIMETER & EXTERIOR INSPECTIONS
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**Trace your foundation walls:** Walk the full external perimeter searching for hair-width cracks or shifts
in brickwork.

**Scan for pest migration paths:** Watch for localized sawdust piles or incoming ant trails crawling near
base plates.

**Inspect exterior drains & downspouts:** Ensure outfalls and gutter collectors are completely cleared of
debris and autumn leaves.

**Test spigots and sillcocks:** Verify outdoor utility valves seal completely without showing structural
rust or constant dripping.

The Baseline Tracking Trick: Take a clear smartphone photo of any crack you discover. In future months, take photos
from the exact same framing angle to monitor if seasonal settlement is expanding the fault.

MAINTENANCE MATRIX AT A GLANCE

Target Element Check Time Allocation Tools Required

Test Smoke & CO Detectors 4 Minutes Total None

Check Fire Extinguisher Gauge 1 Minute None

Inspect Under Sinks & Appliances 5 Minutes Flashlight

Verify Toilet Bases for Soft Spots 2 Minutes None

Inspect / Swap HVAC Main Air Filters 3 Minutes Replacement Filter (if blocked)
Clean Kitchen Range Hood Traps 5 Minutes Warm Water & Dish Soap
Trace External Foundation & Pests 5 Minutes Phone Camera

Clear Downspouts & Outdoor Spigots 5 Minutes None
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